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Altham Parish Council Rules for the keeping of Allotments
These Rules are subject to review and updated, the latest version can be found via the council’s website or by contacting the Council.  Please ensure that you familiarise yourself with the latest Rules.

1. Allotment Associations
Any tenant of any allotment site is allowed to form an Allotment Association.  
In their basic format an Allotment Associations will act as a vehicle to inform and work with the Council to achieve certain basic outcomes.  Some associations may wish to take on other additional functions in agreement with the Council.  In such circumstances the Council will expect the association to conform to certain guidelines, which will be agreed through negotiation.  

Allotment Eligibility

Any person living in the Parish of Altham over the age of 18 is eligible to apply/hold an allotment plot.
The Parish Council may consider any applications from outside the Parish who live within the Hyndburn area (see section 5 Allotment Rents), but preference will always be given to applicants within the Parish.

If that person or a person from the same household wish to apply for an extra plot this will need approval by the Council.

Should any Allotment holder who lives within the Parish move outside the Parish, they would then become subject to higher rate of rent.

It is the responsibility of the allotment holder to supervise any other person attending/working on the plot.

2. Allotment Growing
The Allotment Act states that allotment plots should be used primarily for growing vegetables and fruit produce.
As long as the main function of the allotment is to grow edible produce, you may also grow herbs, garden flowers, wild flowers, have a small lawn and keep Hens and Rabbits.  As a rough guideline at least 75% of the allotment should be given over to food growing.

The Tenant may plant fruit trees and fruit bushes.  All fruiting trees must be planted on dwarf rooting stock and not exceed a maximum height of 2.5m.  The maximum number of fruit trees allowed is 4 fruit trees per 100m2, not exceeding 10 fruit trees in total per allotment plot.
3. Allotment Inspections and Enforcement
The Council Allotment Officer will inspect allotment plots unannounced throughout the year to ensure that they meet with the current guidelines.

If for any reason the allotment plot cannot be used due to illness or personal circumstances the tenant must advise the Council to explain their reasons before enforcement is considered. 
If any allotment plot fails the inspection, the tenant will be contacted by the council and given one month notice in which to rectify the findings. The Council will consider mitigating circumstances such as hardship, illness or family bereavement, failure to comply with the findings of the inspection will result in the Council terminating the tenancy.
4. Allotment Plot Condition
When you accept an allotment, you ‘inherit’ anything already on the allotment at the time you take on the tenancy. It also means that you become responsible for removing any deposited waste material and for clearing back any overgrown areas.

If at any time you discover any hazardous material or suspicious substances you should notify the relevant authority immediately.  

You are expected to treat the land and surrounding land with respect and the appearance of the allotment and buildings on the allotment are to be kept in good condition at all times.  The allotment is not a dumping ground for unwanted items.

At the end of the tenancy all belongings owned by the tenant must be removed with immediate effect.
From 1st January 2018 the Council will charge a repayable allotment deposit of £50 for all tenancy agreements, including existing allotment tenants signing the new tenancy agreement with Altham Parish Council. The procedure for the allotment deposit scheme will be as follows:-

I. Prior to the start of a new tenancy agreement the new tenant will be expected to provide, in addition to other fees, an allotment deposit.

II. Allotment tenants are required under the terms of the tenancy agreement to provide 1 month’s written notice of intent to terminate.  The allotment officer will inspect the allotment plot prior to the termination date.  The deposit will then be repaid in full to the allotment tenant within two months following the termination date, provided that the condition of the allotment plot complies with the terms and conditions of the allotment tenancy agreement.

III. Repayment of the allotment deposit will not take place if the allotment plot does not meet the standard set by council.
IV. If the Council intends to withhold repayment of the deposit, the allotment tenant will be informed in writing, together with an explanation of the reason for this. 
V. If the Council terminates the tenancy upon any allotment tenant having paid the allotment deposit, paragraphs I to V will apply.

5. Allotment Rent 
Tenants must pay in full on an annual basis. 
The Council is required to provide 12 months advance notice of any rent increase.
Tenants who live outside the Parish will pay a higher rent than those who live in the Parish, this due to them NOT paying a precept to Altham Parish Council

Initially an invoice for payment will be sent in December.  Should payment or communication not be received by 31st January, the Council will as a last resort terminate the tenancy due to rent arrears. 
6. Allotment Representative
Each allotment site, can, if it chooses, nominate one Allotment Representatives.  This is not a formal process, anyone may put themselves forward so long as they have the full support of other allotment tenants which must be evidenced by a signed letter from each allotment holder
It is the role of the Allotment Representative to act as an intermediary between tenants and the Council.  The Allotment Representative may also accompany the Council during onsite inspections and report any problems that have been identified.
7. Allotment Staff and Antisocial Behaviour
Staff at Altham Parish Council will deal with tenants and prospective tenants professionally and courteously at all times, and respond to queries which are made in writing within 28 days
Altham Parish Council has a zero tolerance policy with regards to anti-social behaviour, criminal behaviour and abusive attitude.
Where a member of Council staff feels threatened or is acted towards in an unnecessary manner the individual will be asked to leave the allotment site, and will be not permitted to return, until a full investigation has taken place through to resolution.
Tenants should act cordially and responsibly to neighbours and other tenants at all times  
All incidents of criminal behaviour should be reported to the Police and then the Council.
Should any Police or Council investigation prove that a tenant is in breach of the tenancy agreement this will result in termination of the agreement
8. Animals.
The Council does not permit the keeping on allotments of any animal other than those allowed by statute (Hens & Rabbits). 
Please refer to the Rule 27 & 28, which provides further information on Hens and Rabbits.

9. Asbestos Cement
The most common form of asbestos found on allotment sites is "asbestos cement" in the form of corrugated panels used mainly for roofing or as low fencing surrounding a plot.  This type of asbestos is still widely present on many industrial buildings and garages/ sheds.

Under absolutely no circumstances is any person permitted to bring any form of asbestos onto an allotment site.  
Asbestos cement is often regarded as being lower risk than other forms of asbestos as the fibres are bonded into the cement and are not easily released.  However you will be at risk if you wire brush, sand, drill, saw, cut or otherwise damage asbestos cement products.

Health and Safety Executive guidance www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/cement.htm states that you do not need a licence to remove asbestos cement but does say that people must be trained in its removal.

If large amounts are present then the Council, owing to the cost of removal the maximum amount of asbestos that the Council will remove free of charge in any single year is approximately 1 Tonne.

The landfill site at Whinney Hill has a special steel container for the placement of cement asbestos which can be used by tenants.  The amount that the Council is prepared to remove on behalf of the tenant depends on the capacity of the tenant to remove the material themselves, depending on such things as the tenant’s age, vulnerability, access to transport, mobility etc. as well as the physical amount of material present.

Asbestos should not be moved off an allotment plot onto other land without the permission of the Council.  Any such movement will be regarded as fly tipping and the offender treated as such.

Under no circumstances will the Council remove soil in order to clear a site of cement asbestos. 
In many circumstances previous tenants have removed cement asbestos by breaking it up.  As a consequence small amounts of saturated and soil covered cement asbestos can often be found on allotments.  The Council does not pick over an allotment plot prior to new tenants taking on the allotment.  Asbestos in such condition and in relatively small amounts should be removed by the tenant as described above.

The Council cannot remove asbestos material ad hoc as the cost of removal is extremely expensive and by a minimum 1 tonne loads.  An asbestos register is kept, which allows the Council to appoint a specialist waste contractor to remove the asbestos within budget availability and a total amount of not less than 1 tonne.  Tenants should place any cement asbestos at a convenient location which allows the appointed contractor to remove the asbestos with ease.

10. Barbeques and Stoves
Tenants are NOT permitted to use solid fuel or disposable barbeques and stoves, liquid or gas fuel heating and cooking equipment.  Any liquid and gas fuel containers must NOT be stored on an allotment plot.   
11. Bees
The keeping of bees is NOT permitted.

12. Bonfires and Waste Disposal
Any form of fire or waste disposal is NOT permitted and should comply with the Environmental Protection Act.
Any fly tipping or breach of the above which is proved will result in termination of the tenancy agreement. 
13. Children & Other Visitors
Children and other visitors are welcome on allotment sites, although the tenant remains responsible for their safety and supervision at all times.
14. Communal Tracks, Pathways and Parking
The vehicular speed limit on tracks is 5mph. 
Where a track and path is not part of the LCC highway network, then the track or path is deemed as private and will from time to time be investigated and kept in reasonable condition by the Altham Parish Council i.e. reasonable condition within this reference means to allow pedestrian movement in normal weather conditions, and does not refer to vehicle movement. 

Any person taking a vehicle onto an allotment site does so at their own risk.  Under certain circumstances the Council may be obliged to introduce a system whereby vehicle access to an allotment site is restricted or completely stopped for a particular reason, such as the need to reduce excessive speed, prevent fly tipping or stop excessive vehicle damage to a track.  Tenants will be advised of the issues and given the opportunity to find an agreeable solution.
The Council does not grit iced allotment tracks/paths and tenants are expected to avoid any risks as a consequence of ice, snow or water.

The Council is not liable for any injury as a result of any person not taking adequate precautions against the risk.  

Damaged track/paths etc. that prevent reasonable pedestrian movement should be reported to the Council as soon as possible, whereby the Council will make good repairs as soon as practicable or close the section of track/ path should repair not be possible. 

The Council does not provide standardised car parking facilities on any allotment site.  Any areas of open ground that tenants use to park vehicles are not maintained and are parked upon at the tenant’s risk. 

Tenants must not leave vehicles in such a manner that they block access for other users.

15. Complaints
The Council will only investigate complaints where the complaint is received in writing to the clerk of Altham Parish Council and must be accompanied with the complainants Name, Address and Telephone contact number along with the evidence to support the complaint,
The Council will investigate serious complaints which involve antisocial behaviour and complaints of actual or potential health and safety matters within 28 days.  Other minor complaints will be resolved by the Council as resources permit, and must in the first instance be resolved directly between the allotment tenants themselves.  The Council reserves the right not to investigate complaints of a minor nature, particularly where tenants make repeated complaints against each other as part of a personal feud /vexatious complaints.
For complaints relating to immoral, illegal, unlawful acts please refer to Section 7. 
Complaints will be dealt with in strict confidence within 28 days
For complaints against the Council:

Complaints about the service provided by the Council, or about the condition of the Councils land, should be made to the Altham Parish Council clerk in writing.
16. Drainage
The Council will not complete drainage work, or supply drainage materials to the benefit of an individual allotment holder. 
Tenants should not complete any work that may adversely affect the drainage of water from the allotment site or other allotment plots, including the filling of ditches, removing/breaking land drains etc.  

The advice of the Council should be sought in circumstances where poor drainage is experienced by individual allotment tenants.  The UK has experienced exceptionally high summer rainfall in recent years and it may not be practical to resolve the drainage issue.  The Council will provide advice on how to create raised beds and grow vegetables in alternative ways in such circumstances.

The Council cannot reasonably be expected to provide drainage that allows for exceptional rainfall, either as a single event or other a period of time.

17.  Alcohol & Drugs
Any tenant found to be growing illegal substances on an allotment site will have their allotment tenancy terminated immediately and reported to the Police.
The Council recognises that allotments are increasingly being used for social purposes.  The use of an allotment for the occasional small social gathering is not prevented so long as this type of use does not cause any form of offense or nuisance to any other tenant.

The consumption of alcohol on allotments, whilst not banned, must be kept under strict control by the allotment holder to prevent any form of offense or nuisance to any other tenant or neighbourhood.
No person should undertake any form of gardening whilst under the influence of alcohol  
Any tenant or third party found to be causing alarm or distress to others whilst under the influence of drugs or alcohol, whilst on an allotment site, will be requested to leave the site by the Council and or the Police if needed, and the tenant will have their allotment tenancy terminated.
18. Hedges & Fences
The Council does not supply fencing or hedging material or erect fences or hedges.  All fences and hedges to allotment plots must be installed by the tenant.  

The Council is not responsible for the maintenance of any hedges or fences, except where these are not bounded by an allotment plot.

The maximum height for a hedge or fence is around 180cm.  There is no minimum height for a hedge or fence.  If you want to reduce the height of a dividing hedge (or fence) lower than it currently stands it is polite to check with the neighbouring tenant before you do so.  If there is any dispute about how low a hedge should be cut, please refer to the Council before proceeding.  

On certain allotment sites the Council may expect fences to be kept below a certain height.  This is especially true of community allotment sites where fences are kept low to facilitate a more ‘social’ atmosphere to the site. Advice should be sought from the allotment officer regarding appropriate fence heights.

Allotment tenants are responsible for keeping their side of a hedge cut back closely.
Where an allotment is bounded by a track, path, or field the individual allotment tenant is responsible for keeping both sides of a hedge cut back closely.

Hedge clippings from the hedge must be properly cleared away and disposed of correctly.

The outside portion of a hedge and fence, where this meets a path or track, must have a clean and weed free area at the bottom of the hedge to half the distance of the track or path.

19. Hunting and the Use of Firearms
The capture, living or dead capture, of mammals, amphibians, reptiles, including Fox, Hedgehogs, Badgers, Deer, Rabbit, Mole, and any other similar wildlife on the Councils allotment sites is strictly prohibited.  For avoidance of any doubt the Council does not consider the named animals, to be pests in any circumstances.
The use of firearms, including airguns, bows, crossbows etc, on an allotment site, either for hunting or target practice is strictly prohibited.  No firearm may be brought onto an allotment site regardless of its intended use.  The Police will be informed if any person is seen or found to be using a firearm on a Council allotment site and hteir agreement will be terminated immediately.
Trapping of Rats and Mice is exempt from this rule.  The HBC pest control officer should be contacted on 01254 388111 for further advice regarding the proper removal of pests and vermin.  
20. Information Requests
All information requested regarding the Councils allotment policies, rents etc should be put in writing and addressed to the clerk and a response will be provided within 28days.
21. Insurance
The Council does not provide theft, damage or liability insurance on land under tenancy.  The tenant may be liable for the cost of an injury or claim that takes place on land occupied by the tenant.
Each tenant should maintain appropriate insurance to cover Public Liability & Third Party. A copy of the policy must be provided to the Council annually by 31st January, (suggest personal liability, theft and damage insurance).
Tenants are responsible for any injury or damage caused to third parties, or to their property, whether on the allotment plot or on the allotment site as a consequence of their negligence, behaviour or possessions.
22. Invasive and Dangerous Plants
The Council is keen to ensure that plants designated under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 are properly controlled.  Where Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed are found on an allotment plot the Council will provide advice to the tenant on how to control the weed.  Tenants will be expected to comply with the advice, otherwise the tenant may be removed from the allotment plot to ensure that the infestation can be tackled by the Council.
Where the weed is not located on an allotment plot the Council will take action as required.

23. Letting Policy
The Council operates a first come first served policy, for suitability please refer to Allotment Eligibility Section 1 of Rules.
Prospective tenants wishing to go on the list may specify their particular plot requirement (e.g. plot size, site).

The Council will contact the next person on the waiting list and identify the available plot and site of which a response to the council should be provided within 2 weeks. If the person fails to respond within 2 weeks they will be placed at the bottom of the waiting list or removed.
Any person on the allotment waiting list who accepts an allotment plot, and fails to return the tenancy agreement, will be removed from the allotment waiting list.
Any person previously evicted from an allotment plot, will not be entitled to take another allotment plot with the Council.
It is the responsibility of the prospective tenant to supply full and correct contact details.  The Council cannot be held responsible for any failure of contact should the tenant details not be kept up to date. 
24. Machinery
It is the responsibility of the tenant for the use of any domestic or non-domestic type machinery and should be subject to a risk assessment, health & safety requirements, relevant insurance and relative personal certification.  
25. Mains Water
Altham Parish Council does not provide mains water to any allotment sites.
26. Ponds and Water Containing Vessels
Ponds and open water are extremely dangerous to children.  These guidelines will be strictly enforced to make every reasonable precaution to prevent children drowning, even if the tenant does not allow children onto the allotment plot.
It is the tenant’s responsibility to ensure that a pond, water bath or similar, is kept in a safe manner and cannot be accessed by children.  Warning signs must be provided in a clear and prominent position.  The Council recommends that the tenant ensures that the water is netted off using pond safety netting or that a secondary fence is installed.
Under the normal site inspection regime (See Section 3) the Council does not enter an allotment plot, and therefore may not be aware that a pond exists or is unsafe or dangerous.  In the circumstances where the Council becomes concerned that a pond may be unsafe the Council will inspect the pond and provide advice on how the pond should be made safe.  The advice must be followed.  In default the Council will remove the hazard, at the cost of the tenant.
27. Poultry & Hens
Under the terms of the Allotment Act any tenant can lawfully keep Hens on allotment sites.  
No other types of Poultry, or other bird type, must not be kept on an allotment plot
Poultry must be kept in fit and proper conditions in accordance with best practice guidelines.  Poultry must be kept disease free and be given access to sufficient food, water and shelter.   

Where proper animal husbandry practices are not maintained the ultimate sanction of the Council is to ask the tenant to remove animals, or in default the Council may remove the animals itself.

Cockerels may cause nuisance to neighbouring residential properties.  In most circumstances it is not appropriate to keep a Cockerel, and the Council strongly advises against doing so.  A tenant keeping a Cockerel will be required to remove the animal if a complaint is received.  The Councils decision in this matter is final.
Any tenant must adhere to a poultry stocking density limit.  The stocking density follows guidance provided by the Soil Association.  The stocking density limit applies to the space in which the animal are kept, and not the total plot size.  The Council has applied the stocking density to ensure that animal welfare is maintained.  
The following stocking density per 100m2 will be applied:-
Hens

10

The following maximum number of Hens kept by any one tenant will be applied:-
Hens

20
Any more is considered to be greater than for personal use.
The total number of poultry kept (Hens) must not exceed 20.

All poultry must have access to an outdoor run.  Animals should not be held permanently in a confined indoor space, except when at roost overnight.

Tenants are expected to dispose of waste material properly and not allow waste to be stored on site.  Under no circumstances should carcasses or eggs be disposed of by leaving the eggs/carcass exposed in an open position (ditch/track/compost heap etc etc).  Waste eggs and dead Poultry should be removed from the site or buried to a depth of not less than 50cm.
The keeping of Poultry must not be for commercial exploitation, stocking density limits will be strictly applied for this reason.

Where mice and rats are present in numbers the tenant is expected to review the conditions in which the poultry is kept and change practice accordingly; this may include reducing animal numbers and/or changing the way in which the animals are fed.  If vermin problems persist the Council will take action as needed to resolve the problem, including asking the tenant to remove animals or in default the Council removing the animals.

Preventing Rats:

If you keep poultry on an allotment then you really need to take action to avoid attracting Rats onto your site.

The first thing to ensure is to keep the area clean. Apart from deterring rats, good hygiene will keep your poultry healthy and avoid unpleasant smells annoying people.

Don't leave food lying around. If you overfeed your hens so that they leave grain and other foods at the end of the day the rats will appear to eat your hen's left over’s.

Be careful how you store you poultry feed. You may feel it is safe in a wooden shed but rats and mice can gnaw through wood quite easily to get a meal. Buy a storage bin, a plastic dustbin with a close fitting lid designed for outdoor use is ideal. Not only will it stop the rat from getting to the food, usually, but it will reduce the smell of the food that attracts them in the first place.

Rat urine can be very dangerous, if the urine of a rat carrying disease gets into the drinking water then this could prove fatal for the poultry and for humans coming into contact.
Collect eggs daily as soon after laying as possible as these are another food source for the rat.

Keeping Rats out of the henhouse:

Rats can gnaw through wood so they can actually gnaw through into the hen coop to get at the food inside. Keep an eye out for damage and take action immediately you notice them trying to get in. Rats are normally nocturnal and will be back each night to carry on the burglary.

Their teeth continually grow which is why they can chew through things you would not expect. They are also very sharp and ordinary chicken wire can be chewed through as if with wire cutters. Quality weld mesh around the run rather than wire will be far safer from the rat. If they are trying to gnaw through the house you can also staple weld mesh to the outside of the wood, however, if the problem is that severe you need to move on to control rather than simple deterrence.

Rats are great burrowers, they like to be safely concealed from aerial threats, so they can often get into your chicken's run from underneath. To prevent rats from getting into the run you can bury the wire and even bend it outwards under the soil. Alternatively you can floor your run with weld mesh.

28. Rabbits

Rabbits can lawfully be kept on an allotment plot.  The animals should be kept in well maintained and clean conditions.  Animals should be kept disease free and be given access to sufficient food, water and shelter.  The Council will take immediate action to prevent harm or damage to any animal.  The Council will initially attempt to contact the tenant, however if this is not possible the Council will take whatever action it deems fit in order to protect the welfare of the animal/s concerned.  

DEFRA produce a Guideline for the Walfare of the Keeping of Rabbits.  Tenants should familiarise themselves with the code of practice and strictly abide by the recommendations.

The guidelines provide a very detailed explanation of the conditions in which Rabbits should be kept and the numbers that can be kept.

The keeping of rabbits must not be for commercial exploitation, and the Council expects that the number of kept Rabbits on allotments to be small and ancillary to the growing of vegetables (see Section on Allotment Growing).

Tenants are expected to dispose of waste material properly and not allow waste to be stored on site.

Where mice and rats are present in numbers the tenant is expected to review the conditions in which the Rabbits are is kept and change practice accordingly; this may include reducing animal numbers and/or changing the way in which the animals are fed.  If vermin problems persist the Council will take action as needed to resolve the problem.

29. Rats & Mice

The Councils allotment service does not resolve Rat & Mice infestation problems, which is the responsibility of the Hyndburn Borough Council’s pest control team – please contact via HBC main contact number on 01254 388111.  The Council will charge for its pest control services.

As with any land there will always be a population of Rats and Mice on allotment sites.  Tenants are asked to support allotment practices that do not encourage Rats.

Complaints about Rat numbers from tenants or any other person will generally not be investigated where one or two Rats are observed occasionally.  The Councils pest control officer will investigate should an excessive population be reported.

The Council does not supply poison to tenants. The poison that the HBC uses is a commercial formula and not available to members of the public.

30. Risk Assessment, Personal Safety and First Aid

All activities carry an element of risk and allotment gardening is no exception. Everyone needs to take health and safety seriously.  Plot holders have a responsibility (duty of care) to anyone on their plot, regardless of whether they have given permission for them to be there. The tenant should act responsibly and comply with any health and safety guidance given within the tenancy agreement.  Health and safety only becomes unmanageable when responsibilities are neglected.   
If at any time you discover any hazardous material or suspicious substances you should notify the relevant authority immediately.  

Allotments tracks and paths around the allotments are maintained to a reasonable pedestrian standard for allotment purposes and should be treated and respected as such.  Tenants have a Duty of Care to ensure that they take all necessary precautions when using common ground.
The Council does not accept responsibility for any injury, illness etc, where a tenants or any person accompanying the tenants does not take appropriate precautions to avoid the risk.

The Health and Safety on Allotments: a Management Guide produced by ARI includes a Guide to Undertaking Risk Assessments’ and may be downloaded from their website www.farmgarden.org.uk/ari/resources/ari-factsheets-mainmenu-147
The Council does not provide First Aider training each tenant is responsible for their own health and safety.  

Tenants are expected to keep an allotment plot in good condition and free from defects which might cause an injury.  Any defect such as a dangerous ponds, trees or building should be reported to the Council immediately.  The Council will either provide advice on how the hazard can be removed or in default the Council may be required to remove the hazard, at the cost of the tenant.

31. Sale of Produce

No tenant is permitted to operate from the allotment as a business or trade, or to grow/raise produce for the purpose of selling.

32. Selling On

On occasion a person who is terminating an allotment tenancy agreement may negotiate with the new tenant for certain structures (e.g. sheds/greenhouses) that may be left on the allotment plot.

The Council will allow negotiations to be made, however the incumbent tenant is under no obligation to pay the amount requested.  The Council does not mediate the negotiation and simply acts by passing contact information between the two parties concerned.
If an agreement on value is not forthcoming, the outgoing tenant is required to either leave the equipment/structure on the allotment plot, at which time ownership will pass to council and responsibility passed on to the tenant.

33. Sharing with Others

A tenant may allow an immediate family member to share the keeping of an allotment plot, although the tenancy agreement may only be held in the name of one person.  The person sharing must be over 18yrs old and has no tenancy rights 
If an immediate family member has been sharing an allotment plot with the tenant for many years, and the allotment plot has been kept in good condition, the tenancy may be transferred into the name of the sharing party.  This practice is at the discretion of the Council, which will investigate both the condition of the allotment plot and the number of years that the sharing party has been maintaining the allotment plot with the tenant.  In the event of death or long term terminal illness of the existing tenant, the sharing party may apply providing they meet the allotment eligibility criteria for a tenancy transfer in writing to the Council with or without permission of the existing tenant 
The Council does not permit any immediate family member to gain tenancy to an allotment plot without properly waiting on the Councils official waiting list, except for the reason outlined above.

Any third party is permitted to assist or help the allotment tenant in their keeping of the allotment plot.  The third party helping has no tenancy rights and is not sharing the allotment plot – only immediate family members may share an allotment plot.  Generally speaking it is anticipated that the third party helping does so when the tenant is also present, however it is recognised that this is not always possible.  The tenant is responsible for the action of any third party at all times, regardless if the tenant is present or not.  Any actions by the third party, not in accordance with the tenancy agreement, will be treated as if the tenant were responsible.  Where a third party is assisting an allotment tenant, the tenant having ceased using the allotment plot or having terminated the tenancy agreement, the Council will let the allotment plot through its normal letting mechanism.

Where a third party is helping an allotment tenant to such an extent that the tenant is rarely present, or not present at all, then it is reasonable for the Council to assume that the allotment plot is being sub-let, even if there is no exchange of money between individuals.  Unless the tenant has a reasonable explanation for the extensive third party help, such as illness, bereavement or similar, then the Council will prevent the third party access to the allotment plot.  The third party has no legitimate right to be present on Council owned land.  In circumstances where the Council has received a complaint of sub-letting the Council will only take action where sufficient evidence of sub-letting can be supplied by the complainant, such as dated records, parties present on the allotment plot and what that person was doing.  The Council is not in a position to take any action based on hearsay.  
34. Site Security

The Council is not responsible for the security of allotment plots, it is the tenants responsibility to secure the plot, including gates, fences, sheds/greenhouses etc as you feel best.  Any items left are at the owner’s risk.  The Council is not responsible for the payment of compensation in the event of any loss.

Barbed wire and other dangerous attachments to fencing where the fence adjoins any pathway or other allotments is strictly prohibited
Where the Council provides access which requires a padlock the Council will provide keys (or codes for combination lock) to new tenants. The Council does not intend to continuously replace padlocks where these are stolen, lost or broken. Codes for combination locks must not be changed other than by a council official.
All incidents of crime should be reported to the Police, the Council does not investigate criminal activity.

35. Sprays, Fertilisers, Chemicals, Poisons
When using chemicals, the Tenant must:

Take all reasonable care to ensure that adjoining hedges, trees and crops are not adversely affected, and must make good or replant as necessary should any damage occur.

Select and use chemicals that will cause no harm to members of the public, game birds and other wildlife, other than vermin or pests where the vermin or pest is the express target of the pesticide or rodenticide.  Please refer to the section on Hunting, the Council does not consider certain animals to be pests and must not be poisoned or hunted.
Only use sprays and fertilisers that are permitted for use by members of the public.  No trade products may be used.  The use of banned chemical substances is not permitted.
Do not use any sprays and fertilisers in such a manner that they may enter or contaminate a watercourse.

Comply at all times with the manufactures guidelines for the safe use of sprays and fertilisers.
Do not use of any chemical, poison or other similar, which is not regulated for domestic gardening or livestock use.

37.
Structures and Buildings
The construction of sheds, greenhouses, or poly-tunnels must be built in a safe manner.  Tenants may also erect temporary structures, such as a folding gazebo or marquee so long as these are not left up for more than two weeks at any one time.

The number and size of sheds/ greenhouses etc. must be proportionate to the size of the plot.  The Councils decision in this matter is final.  Sheds must not exceed 2.4m in height from the ground at the apex.  Greenhouses and polytunnels must not exceed 3.0m in height from the ground at the apex.
Structures may only be erected for the purpose of growing or poultry raising and for no other purpose.  The following are not permitted structures even for the purpose of keeping poultry:

· Portacabins

· Metal shipping containers

· Garages, including wooden garages
· Brick/ block built buildings

· Trailer bodies of any description, fibreglass, metal, plastic or otherwise.

· Vehicle bodies
· Caravans
· Any other structure other than those permitted
All structures on an allotment plot must be kept maintained to a good safe condition.  The Council does not directly inspect every allotment building or structure.  Any tenant with a complaint regarding the condition or safety of an allotment building on another tenants allotment plot must report the matter using the Councils complaint procedure described at Section 15.
The condition and appearance of a building, greenhouse or poultry run is a highly subjective issue, ramshackled sheds on one allotment site can be considered characterful, whilst on another allotment site overlooked by housing the same shed can cause significant loss of visual amenity.  The Council will take the condition of each building, poultry run etc. on a case by case basis.  The tenant must carry out any remedial work requested by the Council, or remove a building where it is considered to be dangerous or unsightly.
Caravans, metal containers, brick built structures etc. that have been kept on allotment plots for storage or keeping poultry should be removed as soon as reasonably possible by the tenant.
38.
Storage on Allotments

Gardening equipment used for tending or keeping an allotment plot may be stored, including small amounts of material that may be used for the repair and upkeep of the allotment plot.  No other items may be stored.

39.
Vehicles

The following vehicles are not permitted on allotments even for the purpose of keeping poultry:

· Caravans (not for storage or kept for any purpose)

· Trailer tents

· Trailer bodies of any description, fibreglass, metal, plastic or otherwise.

· Vehicle bodies

· Motor vehicles (working or otherwise) 
Tenants are permitted to keep one towing trailer on the allotment plot, so long as the trailer is used for the purpose of keeping the allotment plot.  The trailer must conform to the following conditions:-

· The trailer must be in road worthy condition.

· The trailer must be single axel only.  Twin axel trailers are not permitted.
· The trailer must be used for the purpose of keeping the allotment plot.

· The maximum permitted size is 180cm x 120cm.

Where the trailer does not conform to these conditions the trailer must be removed.

40.
Trees

Tenants are not permitted to plant, or allow to grow, any non-fruiting trees.  Tenants should remove all non-fruiting trees, either planted or self-seeded, before they grow to semi-maturity – i.e. before they reach 7cm diameter at chest height. 

The Council does not offer a free tree pruning or felling service.  All tenants take on the land management responsibility when taking on the allotment plot, including any trees already present, and are therefore responsible for the entire cost of pruning or felling trees.
If a tenant considers that a tree might be unsafe then please contact the Council as soon as possible and request a tree inspection.  The cost of felling a dangerous tree or branch remains with the tenant.  In default the Council will remove the hazard, at the cost of the tenant.
Where a tree is not on an allotment plot the Council will only fell the tree where it is dangerous.  The Council will not remove trees that are causing shading to an adjacent allotment plot.

Where a tree is causing shading, or the Council receives a complaint regarding a tree, the Council may enforce removal or pruning of the tree by the responsible tenant.

41.
Tyres

Under no circumstances should tyres be brought onto or stored on an allotment site
42.
Wasps

The Council does not remove Wasp infestations from tenanted allotment plots free of charge.  Any person wanting a site cleared of Wasps should contact the HBC pest control officer on 01254 388111 for advice on fees charged by the Council.
The Council will remove an infestation free of charge if the nest is not on an allotment plot.

43.
Work Requests on Allotment Sites
Any tenant requesting that the Council should carry out work to the allotment site should be made in writing.  
44.
Change of Address

The Council may wish to contact tenants for a variety of reasons, such as sending of annual rent, enforcement actions etc.  Tenants must inform the Council of any change of circumstances in writing.  
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