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Altham Parish Council – Minutes

	


Minutes of the Altham Parish Council Meeting held on:

Monday 15th May, 2023, 7.00 pm,
at the Council Offices, Media House, Burnley Road, Altham.  

Present:
Parish Councillor Rennie Pinder (in the Chair) & Parish Councillor John Halstead, and Parish Councillors, Dexter Stubbs, David Murray and new Councillors; Helen Hummerston and Jon Chadwick.
In attendance:
The APC Clerk
Residents:

Miles Parkinson was also in attendance at the meeting.

A001: Housekeeping
The Chair welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for attending. He provided attendees with the relevant housekeeping information. 
A002: Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence with a valid reason had been submitted in advance by Councillor Joe Threlfall. 
A003: Welcome of New Councillors and Completion of All Acceptance Forms

This is the first meeting of the 2023-2024 year and all Councillors applied for re-election. All Acceptance Forms were signed and The Chair welcomed the 2 new Councillors. 
Action: The Chair to speak to Jane Ellis regarding training for them.

The Chair thanked Miles Parkinson, both personally and on behalf of Altham Parish Council, for all the sterling work he has done over the years. He has been a staunch supporter of us and has attended most of our events. He has knocked on people’s doors and will be very much missed.  
A004: Declarations of Interest
Councillor Chadwick asked The Chair about appeal times on a planning application. He thought it was 6 weeks but The Chair thought it was 3 months. 
Action: The Chair will ask Simon Prideaux.
A005: Minutes from the Last Meeting
The minutes of the APC meeting held on the 17th April 2023 were attached to the agenda and submitted for approval. 

Resolved
- (1) That the minutes of the APC meeting held on the 17th April 2023 be approved as a correct record. 

Proposed by Councillor Murray and seconded by Councillor Stubbs.
A006: Matters arising from the Last Minutes (not listed on the agenda)
The Chair reported that most matters would be covered under the relevant subject headings.
Re Mirrors - we may not need to buy posts, after all, as some Altham mirrors are on the lights columns.
A007: Chairman’s Action
All election paperwork was completed in time. The Chair thanked everyone for their input and time.
A008: Public Participation
No members of the public were in attendance at the meeting.

A009: Parish Councillor Updates
We are very happy that Councillor Helen Hummerston and Councillor Jon Chadwick have joined us.

Action: The Clerk will put the new Councillors’ details on the website.

A010: Correspondence

None
A011: Finance
The Clerk said that the precept money from Hyndburn Borough Council had come in to our bank account today, although this does not include the extra payment. She went through all the other transactions since the last meeting. The Chair gave the Clerk a cheque for a SPID payment that had come in. 
Action: The Clerk to check all SPID payments.
A012: Updates on:
A- Road Safety (Spids) Repair(s)
We are getting more requests for Spid signs. Ribble Valley ordered 3, which we manage for them. We’ve been to Nateby, Chipping, Barrow and Sabden and are due to go to Burscough and Rossendale. It creates income, so we have not had to raise council tax this year. We had 3 Spids on Burnley Road, in Altham. The fastest recorded speed was 65 mph, then c. 40-50 mph mark, lower than previous speeds, so the Spids are working. We work closely with Andy Pratt, Deputy Crime Commissioner for Lancashire. 
B- Moorfield Industrial Estate
We asked Simon Prideaux to look at this and he has done (see item under ‘Planning Applications’).  
C- Crime Figures
39 violence/sex offences in the Ward and 27 anti-social incidents. 3 anti-social incidents in the Parish.
D- Allotments (Livingstone Road and Cromac Terrace) (Allotment Officer update)
Councillor Stubbs said the allotment vacancies have all been filled. We split a large plot into 2. We have 3 new tenants, from the waiting list, on temporary contracts until the end of June when they will be renewed for the rest of the year. We are still a key short. Tom McDonald could get a new one made as he has done one previously. Rochelle Donlon is now the rep for Cromac Terrace. We still have a waiting list. This year and going forward, all tenants must have public liability. We need to do an inspection. Councillor Halstead has already passed the inspection documents to Councillor Stubbs. 
E- Grass cutting
This was delayed due to March being very wet but is in hand. Councillor Murray said grass has been torn up outside his house while 5G is being installed and there is now a big hole, with no warning sign, which is dangerous. The Chair asked Miles Parkinson who we should speak to about it at HBC. He suggested speaking to Dave Turner.
Action: The Chair to ask Dave Turner who has liability.

A013 Clerk’s Report

The Internal Auditor has approved the Accounts and the Clerk will prepare the documents to send to the External Auditor. 
Action: The Clerk to prepare and send the Accounts to the External Auditor before June end.
A014: Planning Applications
Re Planning Application 11/23/0141 for installing telegraph poles - we have no objections.

Re Planning Application 11/23/0143, to change an agricultural field into a dog-walking field, The Chair rang the person who had put in the application and asked for more information. It is next to a farm and is half an acre. The Chair presented photographs of the site. Councillor Hummerston said that she had used a dog-walking field in the past and thinks it is a good idea. The other Councillors agreed. 

Action: The Clerk will inform Simon Prideaux that we have no objections to the above.
Councillor Halstead said that he and The Chair met with Simon Prideaux and others regarding some long-standing issues: 

· The Agricultural building on Burnley Road – an enforcement notice will be served. Councillor Hummerston asked about the building and Councillor Murray said it was a sheep barn, but they have been dropping hardcore there. A skip has been dumped in the middle of the field.
· The Old Parsonage, Burnley Road – another sheep barn that is compromised. At last, there is a meeting booked about this month.

· The Moorfield site (mentioned earlier) – it looks like a scrap yard, although we have been told it isn’t a scrap yard. Vehicles are being done up. A planning and environmental visit is required to check if planning permission is needed. 

· Moorside View, Burnley Road – HBC will send a letter to give them 3 months to complete.

Councillor Stubbs said that agricultural buildings are not subject to business rates, unless someone is running another business from there. Councillor Murray asked if we knew of an example where planning enforcement got a result. Miles Parkinson said yes and referred to an occasion where a tape measure had been stretched so the applicant was asked to pull down some of the construction and The Chair referred to an incident where some houses fell into the River Ribble due to not being piled properly.

A015: Event(s) Update

There are no events booked at the moment but we are looking at something and will update at a future meeting. 
A016: Any Other Late Business
Councillor Murray asked if there is a shared drive we could use internally for Spids. Councillor Chadwick suggested Google Dropbox. 
Action: The Clerk will investigate.

Date(s) and Time of Next Meeting
The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, 26th June, at 7.00 pm.
Signed:
…………………………… ………………….

Date:
……………………………………………………….

Chair of the meeting

at which the minutes were confirmed.
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