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Altham Parish Council – Minutes

	


Minutes of the Altham Parish Council Meeting held on:

Monday 26th June, 2023, 7.00 pm,
at the Council Offices, Media House, Burnley Road, Altham.  

Present:
Parish Councillor Rennie Pinder (in the Chair) & Parish Councillor John Halstead, and Parish Councillors, Dexter Stubbs, David Murray, Joe Threlfall and Helen Hummerston.
In attendance:
The APC Clerk
Residents:

No residents were in attendance at the meeting.

A017: Housekeeping
The Chair welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for attending. He provided attendees with the relevant housekeeping information. 
A018: Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence with a valid reason had been submitted in advance by Councillor Jon Chadwick. 
HBC Councillor Noordad Aziz requested to attend the meeting, with Steve Button, but neither attended.
,
A019: Declarations of Interest
None

A020: Minutes from the Last Meeting
The minutes of the APC meeting held on the 15th May 2023 were attached to the agenda and submitted for approval. 
Resolved - (1) That the minutes of the APC meeting held on the 15th May 2023 be 
approved as a correct record. Proposed by Councillor Halstead and seconded by 
Councillor Stubbs.
A021: Matters arising from the Last Minutes (not listed on the agenda)
The Chair reported that most matters would be covered under the relevant subject headings.
The Chair has emailed Jane Ellis regarding Councillor training but she is on holiday till next week.
Action: The Chair will follow this up.

The Chair is still to speak to Simon Prideaux on a number of items.

Action: The Chair will follow this up.

The Chair spoke to HBC’s Dave Turner about the hole outside Councillor Murray’s house but he said it’s not their responsibility. Both he and The Chair spoke to LCC separately and they referred us to British Telecom, who also said it was not their responsibility and that it was the Council’s. An engineer came out. The Chair suggested they put a cover over the hole or a cone, for now, but they’ve not done so.  
Action: Councillor Murray to take a photograph of the hole.
Action: The Chair to request an on-site meeting with LCC.
We still need a shared drive. Google Drive or Google Dropbox has been suggested. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Murray to look at it.
A022: Chairman’s Action
None
A023: Public Participation
No members of the public were in attendance at the meeting.

A024: Correspondence

None
A025: Finance
The Clerk went through the transactions since the last meeting. 
A026: Updates on:
A- Road Safety (Spids) Repair(s)
The Chair and Vice-Chair think that the SPID contract payment terms of 7 days is too short and should be increased to 21 days, with the data being supplied upon receipt of payment. 
Resolved - (2) That SPID contracts are amended to say payment terms are 21 days and that data will be supplied upon receipt of payment. Proposed by Councillor Threlfall and seconded by Councillor Halstead.

B- Moorfield Industrial Estate
Simon Prideaux looked at this. This is ingoing as there are a number of issues to sort out.  
C- Crime Figures
30 violence/sex offences in the Ward), 22 anti-social, 11 criminal damage and 5 burglaries (3 on Altham Business Park). These are April figures but they have been reducing generally this year.
D- Allotments (Livingstone Road and Cromac Terrace) (Allotment Officer update)
The Chair took some nice allotment pictures and the Clerk put them on the website. The Chair said we need to make sure the allotments are separated properly and we must put up a fence. We are sending a drone up to take new aerial photographs as our old ones are out of date. The Chair said that Councillor Stubbs should meet with the site reps. 

Action: Councillor Stubbs to ring the site reps to arrange a meeting.
One of our tenants needs a key. The Chair has tried 3 times to get a copy made but with no success
Action: Councillor Stubbs to organise a key for the tenant.

Councillor Stubbs said the waiting list is now too long and needs to be closed for the time being. 

Action: The Clerk will put a notice to that effect on the website.
Councillor Halstead, The Chair and Councillor Stubbs will sit down together to review the Rules. Invoices will be sent out earlier so they are paid by the end of the year, so we need to have it all ready for November. We must decide on 2025’s fees as we have to give people 12-months’ notice of that. 

Councillor Stubbs said problems at the allotment entrance needs addressing with LCC, plus the rubbish outside the sheds. The Chair said the wagons have gone. He is trying to get a meeting with the council.

E- Grass cutting
Grass cutting is ongoing. No current issues. 
A027 Clerk’s Report

The Clerk sent the Accounts to the External Auditor and put them (unaudited) on the website, along with the public viewing dates. Variances have been accounted for in the documents sent to the Auditors.
A028: Planning Applications
We’ve looked at 3 planning applications. One was a dormer extension on Epping Avenue, one was signage on Altham Business Park, and we have no objections to either of those.

The third one was Planning Application 11/23/0221, at Sykeside Farm, converting a barn into 3 dwellings. It’s in a green belt area. The access and egress would be in a bad place as near a bend on a busy road, which goes from 40mph to 30mph (20mph if the lights are on). It would require a 90° turn to access the site, meaning vehicles would have to pull into the other lane to manage the turn. There’s also a parking issue. There must be 3 parking spaces per dwelling and space for the dustbin wagon to turn round. Some visitors would have to park on the road and, maybe, the dustbin wagon. If so, bins would be put out on the pavement. The Chair told the planners we will be recommending refusal. 
Resolved - (3) That we recommend refusal for Planning Application 11/23/0221. 
Proposed by Councillor Pinder and seconded by Councillor Threlfall.

Action: The Clerk to send a formal letter to the Planning department with our objections.
A029 Event(s) Update

The Chair said we’ve tried to get room hire fee back for the cancelled Christmas Choir Concert but there have been delays, e.g. Edu Lettings said they wanted a headed letter and it had to be sent from Councillor Halstead, no-one else. The Chair had initially spoken to the Diocese about it, then one of our headteachers let us know that Accrington Stanley Academy may be able to use the space. They agreed and we paid them £100 to take it off our hands. They can now only do 5 sessions in there by the end of August. They’ve asked Edu Lettings for the relevant fee to be recredited but we’ve heard nothing.
A030: Any Other Late Business
There is an issue with LCC laying tarmac on an unadopted road with one resident when there are adopted roads in the Parish that need surfacing, which have more residents. We raised the issue with LCC and met with the Chief Executive, the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport and the Director for Highways and Transport. They are looking into it. Councillor Threlfall asked if they would come back to us with their findings. The Chair said that is our expectation. 
Date(s) and Time of Next Meeting
The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, 31st July, at 7.00 pm.
Signed:
…………………………….………………….

Date:
……………………………………………………….

Chair of the meeting

at which the minutes were confirmed.
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